
NORTH LAS VEGAS LIBRARY DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MEETING MINUTES

 November 15, 2011

Website - http://www.cityofnorthlasvegas.com

CALL TO ORDER

5:00 P.M., Council Chambers, 2200 Civic Center Drive, North Las Vegas, Nevada

ROLL CALL

PRESENT

Chairwoman Cathy Lynch
Vice Chairwoman Nona Whipple
Trustee Vernie Borgersen
Trustee Rita Langford
Trustee Delbert Leavitt
Trustee Julie Rose

EXCUSED

Trustee Willie Stewart

WELCOME

Chairwoman Cathy Lynch

VERIFICATION

Karen L. Storms, CMC
City Clerk

PUBLIC FORUM

There was no public participation.
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AGENDA

1. APPROVAL OF THE NORTH LAS VEGAS LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF
TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING AGENDA OF NOVEMBER 15, 2011.  (FOR
POSSIBLE ACTION)

ACTION: APPROVED

MOTION: Chairwoman Lynch
SECOND: Vice Chairwoman Whipple
AYES: Chairwoman Lynch, Vice Chairwoman Whipple, Trustees Borgersen,

Langford and Leavitt
NAYS: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Trustee Stewart

BUSINESS

2. APPROVAL OF NORTH LAS VEGAS LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF
TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2011.  (FOR
POSSIBLE ACTION)

ACTION: APPROVED

MOTION: Chairwoman Lynch
SECOND: Trustee Langford
AYES: Chairwoman Lynch, Vice Chairwoman Whipple, Trustees Borgersen,

Langford and Leavitt
NAYS: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Trustee Stewart

3. REVIEW OF THE OPEN MEETING LAW AND PRESENTATION ON ETHICS IN
GOVERNMENT.

Deputy City Attorney Sandra Morgan said the Open Meeting Law and Ethics in
Government were statutes that public boards were bound by. 
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Deputy City Attorney Bethany Sanchez explained the purpose of the Nevada Open
Meeting Law was to ensure the actions and deliberations of public bodies were conducted
openly.  The Open Meeting Law governed public bodies and applied to meetings of a
quorum of its members.  According to the By-Laws, a quorum of the Library District Board
of Trustees would be four members.  The Open Meeting Law required the agenda for the
meeting to consist of a clear and complete statement of the topics to be considered during
the meeting and discussions should be limited to the topics on the agenda.  

Deputy City Attorney Sanchez discussed the type of gatherings required to be conducted
in compliance with the Open Meeting Law.  Any meetings, including any informal
gatherings consisting of a majority of the members of the board to deliberate towards a
decision or take any action over any matter the board had control over was subject to the
Open Meeting Law.  In addition, Serial Communications or “Walking Quorums” were
prohibited.  Serial Communications invited abuse to the Open Meeting Law if used to
accumulate a secret consensus or vote of the members of the board.  Deputy City Attorney
Sanchez explained four or more members getting together after a meeting for coffee and
general discussion was not an issue. The issue arose if the discussion related to upcoming
board matters.    A “walking quorum” meant two members of the board had a discussion
and then polled other members of the board which accumulated a quorum.  

Deputy City Attorney Sanchez said the purpose of the Open Meeting Law was to conduct
board business openly so the public could participate.  The members of the Library District
Board of Trustees served as the governing/policy making authority for the Library District;
provided the facilities, resources and trained staff to meet the Library’s informational needs
of all the residents of the District; and supervised and maintained the Library District.

Deputy City Attorney Sandra Morgan said as a member of the Library District Board of
Trustees there could be situations when a conflict of interest could occur.  The Ethics in
Government Laws were governed under Chapter 281A of the Nevada Revised Statutes.
The purpose was to assure the persons, who were both public servants and private
citizens, were voting and taking actions in the best interest of the Library District Board of
Trustees and not themselves.    The Library District Board of Trustees were also governed
by the Code of Ethical Standards which prevented abuse of the office.  She said the
following actions were prohibited:  

• Acceptance of gifts
• Contracting with the City of North Las Vegas
• Obtaining private compensation for the performance of duties as a Trustee
• Use of confidential information received as a Trustee for private use or private

benefit
• Suppressing or withholding information as a Trustee for pecuniary interest
• Misuse of government resources 
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Deputy City Attorney Morgan explained a conflict of interest was a real or seeming
incompatibility between private interests and fiduciary duties as a Trustee.  Each time a
vote was cast, the appearance of impropriety must be avoided.  The appearance of
impropriety was conduct which would create, in a reasonable person’s mind, a perception
that the ability to carry out responsibilities with integrity, impartiality and confidence was
impaired.  The best way to avoid any type of conflict of interest situations was to disclose.

Deputy City Attorney Morgan discussed voting, disclosing and abstaining.  Voting was
permissible if the value which the person would accrue as a result was no greater than the
value which would accrue to anyone else.  She said the Trustee should always disclose
to be cautious, but disclosure was mandatory when it involved a gift or loan; a pecuniary
interest, or a commitment in a private capacity to the interest of others.  Disclosures must
be made public at the time the matter was considered.  She explained the term
“commitment in a private capacity to the interest of others” was a commitment to someone
who was a member of the general household; related by blood, adoption or marriage within
the third degree of consanguinity; if the person or household member was employed by
the Trustee; and if the Trustee had a substantial or continuing business relationship.  A
pecuniary interest was a monetary interest or an interest that could be valued in money.

ACTION: PRESENTATION GIVEN

Trustee Rose arrived at 5:15 p.m.

STAFF REPORT

Library Director Kathy Pennell introduced City Manager Timothy Hacker.   She said the
Library was contacted by “Disney on Ice” regarding a Book Drive to benefit the City
libraries.  Disney on Ice would provide vouchers to the first 100 people who brought
children’s books to the library.  The Book Drive would be held between December 5, 2011
and January 9, 2012.  On January 11, 2012 Disney characters would visit the libraries for
a “Meet and Greet” with giveaways to the children in attendance.  

Director Pennell said the Libraries would be closed between December 25, 2011 through
January 2, 2012.  She would be collecting books from the book drops and checking them
in to avoid overdue situations for the patrons.  

Chairwoman Lynch questioned whether there would be advertisement regarding the
Disney on Ice Book Drive.  Director Pennell said the Disney public relations firm would be
working with Juliet Casey, Public Information Specialist on advertisement.  
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Chairwoman Lynch had a friend who volunteered to be Santa Claus at the libraries and
would read to the children.

BOARD ITEMS

There were no additional items.

 PUBLIC FORUM

There was no public participation.

ADJOURNMENT

ACTION: THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 5:19 P.M.

MOTION: Chairwoman Lynch 
SECOND: Vice Chairwoman Whipple
AYES: Chairwoman Lynch, Vice Chairwoman Whipple, Trustees Borgersen,

Langford, Leavitt and Rose
NAYS: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Trustee Stewart

APPROVED: May 22, 2012

 /s/ Cathy Lynch                            
Cathy Lynch, Chairwoman      

ATTEST:

 /s/ Karen L. Storms                             
Karen L. Storms, CMC, City Clerk


